as a rule, are easily recognised by the subjects of them. In these cases the treatment is obvious.
The remarks which follow have reference rather to a more important group, namely, those cases where the ingestion of some common article of food has been followed, simultaneously in a large number of individuals, by urgent toxic symptoms. Current medical literature contains many such reports, and it is needless to enter into their details. In some instances, the poisoning has followed the use of such simple comestibles as fish, bacon, veal, sausage, etc.
In not a few of these, the suspected articles have been subjected to searching examination, in order to the discovery of mineral or other poison which might be supposed, by accident or otherwise, to have obtained access. But, as a rule, the cause of the toxic phenomena has escaped detection.
The rapid strides which bacteriological research has made within the last few years, and the development side by side with this of the investigation of the group of albumen derivatives which have tentatively been classed together as ptomaines or cadaveric alkaloids, have now given fresh impetus to this line of inquiry, and furnished us with a more tangible guiding-thread in the difficult search. Already some good work has been done ; and to a few of the more prominent landmarks in this field I shall have occasion to refer in the remarks that follow the more strictly analytical and experimental part of the present communication.
My attention was first drawn to the subject in connexion with other work on the etiology of the infective processes?an investigation where the combined light obtained from the bacteriological and the more strictly chemical side seems to promise the best results. While that work was in progress, I had, through the kindness of Dr James Ritchie, an opportunity of seeing a remarkable case, where the patient rapidly sank, with many of the usually accepted symptoms of septicaemia, after the ingestion of a large supply of ripe strawberries. I believe the fatal issue was traceable to the grave intestinal disturbance induced in a subject predisposed to gastro-intestinal derangement; for the patient was a moderately strong man, and careful examination into the history of the illness pointed most evidently to the strawberries as the exciting cause of the illness. Unfortunately, we were not able to clear up the matter further, but the probability is great that death was due to some form of ptomaine poisoning. A Ultimately the plan was adopted of making a careful inventory of all the dishes consumed, and systematically marking off those which were partaken of by the affected persons and those which were partaken by persons who were present at the dejeuner or had tasted the meats, but did not suffer. The inquiries were most carefully conducted, and the individual answers were noted separately, and afterwards compared. In this way the list of possibilities was first of all reduced to six, viz., the bread, the pie, the ham, the jelly, the bride's-cake, and the salmon. Of these the bread and cake were excluded, as they were not partaken of by some who suffered severely, while they were partaken of freely by others who suffered little, if at all. In a similar way the game pie (which had been especially suspected), the salmon, and the jelly were satisfactorily excluded. This concentrated suspicion on the ham, the remains of which were accordingly seized.
Portions of the ham were submitted to various pathologists and analysts for examination. which rendered it quite unfit for human food, and presumably sufficed to produce such symptoms as were observed in the human subject after ingestion.
